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1. How does online education 
compare to a traditional classroom?

Consider: 

•Is it right for the type of student I am?

•Are there benefits to receiving on online education?

•How does technology factor into my success at an 
online university?

•How can I fit education into my life?

•Does it offer the flexibility I need?

•What are the learning outcomes?



2. What can I expect when 
enrolling in an online school?

Consider: 

•What are the expectations of me as an online 
student?

•How many hours of work should I expect?

•How long will it take to get my degree?

•How are exams taken?

•How does the community of students interact?



3. How are online degrees 
perceived by employers?

Consider:

•What demographic of people seek online degrees?

•What does it take for me to be an online student? 

•What does the online degrees say about my overall 
work ethic?

•Is an online degree any different from a traditional 
degree?

•What types of industries can I work in if I get an online 
degree?



4. Is your online school accredited?

Consider: 

•What is accreditation?

•Why is accreditation important?

•What is the difference between National and 
Regional Accreditation?

•Are individual programs accredited?



5. How much will it cost and 
how can you pay for school?

Consider: 

•Tuition, fees, book costs, commute, etc.

•Can I transfer my earned credits?

•What kind of financial aid does a school accept?

•How much financial aid am I provided?

•Are there additional tuition assistance benefits?



6. What kind of support is offered 
to help studentssucceed?

Consider:
•Are there reasonable accommodations for students 

with disabilities?
•Tutoring?
•Online Library?
•Career Support?
•Advising Center?
•Networking with professionals in the industry?
•Student Lounge?



7. What does the technology look like 
and how do the classrooms work?

Consider: 

•How can I explore the classroom?

•How do I interact with my professor and classmates?

•Are there specific hours to attend classes or lectures?

•How do professors teach differently than at a 
traditional institution?

•How does it work inside the classroom?



8. What are the requirements for 
success as an online student?

Consider: 

•Access to internet connection

•Average time per week

•Prioritizing tasks

•Comfortable with writing

•Work independently

•Self-motivation 



9. What kind of assignments, exams, 
and projects can I expect?

Consider:
•Readings
•Discussion boards
•Weekly assignments
•Exams
•Research papers
•Lecture notes
•Video lectures
•Depends on the professor



10. Why APU? How are we 
different from other schools?

Consider: 
•Accredited
•Respected
•Cutting edge, relevant programs
•Affordability
•Convenience and flexibility
•Experienced faculty
•Transfer credits



Online Learning and Admissions
American Public University

Shandi Ruffner 
APU Admissions Representative



•Founded in 1991 by ret Marine Officer James P. Etter
•Designed to meet the unique educational needs of the 

military and working adults 
•After ten years of growth, AMU expanded into the 

American Public University System, adding APU. 
•Our Mission Statement

–To educate the nation's military and 
public service communities by 
providing respected, relevant, 
affordable, and student-focused 
online programs, which prepare them 
for service and leadership in a diverse, 
global society. 

Wally Boston, President of APUS

About American Public University



Is APU Right for You?

•76 Career Relevant Degree Programs 

•Flexible 

•Affordable 

–No Application Fee

–Book Grant

•Quality Faculty and Support Services

•Generous Transfer Credit Policies

•Respected & Accredited

•Sloan Consortium’s Award in Recognition of 
Outstanding Quality in Online Learning



APU Degrees and Certificates

Associates Bachelor’s Master’s Certificates



How to Learn More

•Live online open house events
–http:// www.apus.edu/news‐events/open‐house.htm
–Exploring the Classroom Open-House: Thursday, April 8th

and 27th at 8PM EST 
–Register Today!
–E-mail openhouse@apus.eduto register

•Speak with an admissions representative
–877-777-9081
–info@apus.edu
–Live chat (www.apu.apus.edu)

•Apply today at www.apu.apus.edu
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Question & Answer

•Please use the chat feature on your screen to 
submit your questions.



For additional questions 
please contact our presenter:

Shandi Ruffner – sruffner@apus.edu

www.apu.apus.edu

Thank You!
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